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-  Paul Keogh Architects – design team lead
-  Roughan O’Donovan – consulting engineers
-  Cunane Stratton Reynolds – landscape / planning

-  Cathal Crimmins -  conservation / heritage
-  CHL Ltd. – business consultants

PROJECT TEAM



-  ‘Gateway’ to Dublin Mountains

-  SDCC / Coillte / Dublin Mountains Partnership

-  Leisure /  orientation / education resource

-  Domestic and international tourist market

-  Local and domestic recreation infrastructure

PROJECT OVERVIEW



-  2007 Dublin Mountains Strategic Plan
-  2013 Failte Ireland Report - Grow Dublin
-  2015 South Dublin Tourism Strategy

-  2016 – 2022 County Development Plan
-  2016 SDCC Council-approved feasability study 

PROJECT BACKGROUND



-  2016 Council-approved feasability study

-  Coillte one-to-one landowner consultations

-  Stakeholder meetings – 2 no.

-  Tallaght Stadium public open-days – 2 no.

-  On-line: website & social media presence

PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS



-  ‘Gateway’ visitors centre

-  Improved walks and trails

-  Access and parking  improvements

-  Archaeology and heritage conservation 

-  Landscape and habitat enhancement

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT



-  ‘Gateway’ visitors centre

-  Improved walks and trails

-  Access and parking  improvements

-  Archaeology and heritage conservation 

-  Landscape and habitat enhancement

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT





-  Develop existing networks

-  Colour-coded routes – duration & gradient

-  Improved quality surfaces & gradients

-  Link key attractions / Dublin Mountains Way

-  R115 tree canopy walkway

TRAILS PROPOSALS




-  Retention of commercial forest (part) 

-  Restore / expand historic (broadleaf) woodland 

Expand play / recreation opportunities

-  Develop views & prospects

-  Enhance nature conservation

LANDSCAPE STRATEGY



DU025–001001
DU025–001002
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ENCLOSURE
DU025–021002
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HELLFIRE CLUB

-  Megalithic landscape – international signifance

-  Eighteenth century hunting lodge – Hellfire Club

-  Nineteenth century walled garden Massy’s Wood

-  Eighteenth century military road to Glencree

-  Conserve and interpret heritage assets 

ARCHITECTURAL & CULTURAL HERITAGE



-  Heritage value – protected national monument

-  Visitor ‘destination’ potential 

-  Improve setting – landscape curtiledge

-  Minimal intervention – conservation & repair

-  Manage safety & anti-social behaviour issues

HELLFIRE CLUB



-  Heritage value – 18th century walled garden

-  Minimal intervention – conservation & repair

-  Remove invasive  ivy & scrub

-  Protection of trees & wildlife

-  Low-maintenance ‘wild’ walled garden

MASSY’S WOOD



-  Traffic surveys – November ‘16 & June ‘17

-  No R115 traffic congestion issues

-  Footpath / road improvements – treetop bridge

-  Increased car parking : target 250-300 spaces

-  Peak periods shuttle bus  (Tallaght Stadium)

ACCESS AND PARKING



-  Sustainable drainage (SUDS) systems 

-  Swales & ponds en-lieu of pipes & tanks

-  New foul sewer on Kilakee Road

-  Permeable surfaces to parking areas

-  Sustainable architectural design

INFRASTRUCTURE & SERVICES



-  Amenity  & visitor attraction

-  Connect Montpellier  Hill with Massy’s Wood

-  Safety – reduce R115 pedestrian footfall

-  1:20 gradient – accessible walkway

-  Enhance nature and wildlife experience

TREE-TOP WALKWAY



VISITORS CENTRE

-  Amenity – restaurant / café and services

-  Interpretation – exhibition & audio-visual facility

-  Education – classroom &  teaching facility

-  Walkers lounge and DMP headquarters

-  Books and outdoor equipment store



-  Considered response to sensitive context

-  Natural materials – stone and wood

-  Integrated into landscape setting

-  Environmentally sensitive – green roof

-  Disabled parking and family facilities

VISITORS CENTRE



-  Analysis of receiving market

-  Financial analysis – capital & running costs 

-  Procurement & management plan

-  Construction cost estimate-E15M.

-  Financial projections

BUSINESS PLAN 



-  2000 Act - Part X planning process

-  An Bord Pleanala screening request

-  Environmental Impact Assessment required 

-  Formal public consultation process

-  An Bord Pleanala assessment & decision

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT



-  Plan-led development proposal

-  Council-approved feasability study

-  Public consultation process

-  Positive economic and business projections

-  Positive culture, tourism and leisure projections

-  Local / regional / national resource



SUMMARY



-  July 2017 – EIA submission

-  December 2017 – An Bord Pleanala decision

-  January 2018 – Construction tender invitation

-  March 2018 – Construction contract award

-  June 2019 – Handover and opening

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
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