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Introducing Leon the Library Lion!
Join Leon as he guides you around some of the amazing 

historic sites of Rathfarnham! 
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5th and 6th class from Edmondstown National School at Rathfarnham Castle.

5th Class from Scoil Mhuire Whitechurch at Kilmainham Gaol.



Foreword

This book is inspired by the History All Around Us project by Ballyroan Library in partnership 

with Scoil Mhuire, Whitechurch and Edmondstown National School, supported by the Dormant 

Accounts Fund. History All Around Us aimed to get children involved in researching and learning 

about their local history through the use of digital and traditional library sources, and hands-

on workshops and field trips, ultimately turning them into young local historians and fostering 

cultural citizenship though pride in their area. The project also aimed to support the development 

of literacy skills, reading, writing creatively, critical thinking and researching. 

The project took place over two months in October and November 2019 and was a great success, 

with the children taking part in research and writing workshops, a storytelling session with their 

grandparents, and field trips to Kilmainham Gaol, Rathfarnham Village, the Pearse Museum and 

the historic area of Whitechurch. 

Thanks are due to:

• Philomena Cleary, Principal, Edmondstown National School

• Michael Dunne, class teacher, Edmondstown National School

• Owen McLoughlin, Principal, Scoil Mhuire Whitechurch

• Sarah Crosby and Sinéad Byrne, class teachers, Scoil Mhuire Whitechurch

• The grandparents who took part in the intergenerational storytelling sessions

• All the pupils and other staff of Edmondstown National School and Scoil Mhuire who 
took part in the project with such enthusiasm

• Staff at Kilmainham Gaol and the Pearse Museum 

South Dublin Libraries is delighted to publish this book with the support of the Dormant Accounts 

Fund. We hope that it will inspire even more young local historians! 

Síle Coleman and Laura Joyce, project coordinators, Ballyroan Library.
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Draw your favourite place in Rathfarnham!
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