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Light up of Ely Arch
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About the Chief Executive’s Report

The Chief Executive’s Report is presented to elected members at each SDCC monthly
meeting. It forms a key part of our governance and oversight framework, supporting
members in their role by providing timely updates on the work of the Council.

In line with Section 136(2) of the Local Government Act 2001 (as amended by the Local
Government Reform Act 2014), the report outlines the performance of executive functions,
the implementation of Council policy, and the delivery of services across the organisation.

Thisreport should beread alongside updates provided to Area Committee Meetings and the
quarterly Capital Progress Report, which together offer a comprehensive view of Council
activity and progress.

Each edition includes:

« Updates on how we are delivering on our Corporate Plan goals
« Highlights of major initiatives and events

A visual snapshot of recent community and Council activities

The report also provides an opportunity to shine a light on areas of our work that may not
always be in the spotlight but are vital to the day-to-day life of the county.
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Starter Home Purchase Scheme

This year saw strong demand recorded
across all developments under the
Starter Home Purchase Scheme and a
significant number of affordable home
purchases progressing to completion.
Formerly known as the Local Authority
Affordable Purchase Scheme, the
programme continues to support
households in accessing affordable
home ownership. One of the most
significant milestones this year has
been the progress made at Canal Bank,
Clonburris, our flagship development
and the first council-built mixed-tenure
scheme. The development comprises 60
affordable homes alongside 56 social
homes. To date, 49 home sales have
successfully closed, with the remaining
11 homes currently sale agreed and
expected to complete before the end of
the year.

The last phase of Kilcarbery Grange

also generated strong demand for 70
affordable homes. Of these, 63 sales
have already closed, with the final seven
expected to complete before year-end.
This phase marks the completion of
affordable housing delivery at Kilcarbery
Grange.

Following the success of Parkleigh,
Seven Mills, we again partnered with
Cairn Homes to deliver 26 Starter
Home Purchase Scheme properties at
Swiftbanks, Saggart. 25 sales have been
completed, with the final home due to
close shortly, bringing the development
close to full completion.

At Keepers Lock, Clonburris, 25
homes were secured through a Part
V agreement with Kelland Homes
for delivery under the Starter Home
Purchase Scheme.

To date 21 of these homes already sale
agreed, with the first sales expected to
close shortly. Efforts are continuing to
secure purchasers for the remaining four
homes before the end of the month.
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Each apartment has a market value of
€440,000. The minimum purchase price
is €345,500, approximately 21.48%
below market value. The typical gross
household income limit is €94,050.
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Housing stock enhancement programme: Investing in homes

In support of the national housing
strategy, Delivering Homes, Building
Communities , we commenced a
comprehensive programme of stock
condition surveys in February last year.
The surveys are providing the evidence
needed to plan investment, prioritise
works and maintain the quality and
sustainability of our housing stock.

The next phase of the programme is now
underway, with notification letters being
issued to more than 3,000 households
within Tallaght South. Surveys in this
area are expected to be completed by
early 2028.

The surveys will help us move from
mainly responding to problems as

they arise to planning repairs and
replacements in advance. We will use
information about the conditions of each
home to decide what work is needed and
when it should be done. To date, almost
4,000 surveys have been completed
providing a detailed picture of the
condition of council homes and help us
understand the amount of work needed
and when it will be required.

The programme was initially piloted
within the Rathfarnham-Templeogue
local electoral area. Following the
successful completion of the pilot,
we extended the surveys to to the
Palmerstown-Fonthill local electoral
area. Substantial progress has been

achieved this year across Lucan and
Tallaght South.

The housing stock enhancement
programme will support the phased
replacement and upgrading of key
components, including kitchens,
bathrooms, heating systems, electrical
installations, and fascia and soffit
elements. Funding has been included

in our 2027 budget to start this work.
Recent increases in council rents will also
be utilised to help fund the pro
ensuring that the additi
collected is reinves
maintenance alt

providing tenants with a more consistent
maintenance service.

After the surveys in the Tallaght South
area are completed, the programme
will continue in Clondalkin and Tallaght
Central, before finishing in Firhouse-
Bohernabreena. The current survey
contract is scheduled to end in 2028,
~completing the first full cycle of stock
ondition surveys.
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Trails and conservation works enhance Dublin mountains experience

Exciting progress is continuing across

the Dublin Mountains, with significant
developments underway at two of the
area’s most important heritage and
recreation destinations. Major trail
improvements are advancing in Massy’s
Wood, while conservation works are due to
commence this month at the historic Hell
Fire Club.

Trail development in Massy’s Wood is
enhancing out this unique

connectivity across the woodland.
These upgrades will provide enhanced
opportunities for all to experience the
natural beauty, biodiversity and rich
heritage of Massy’s Wood.

Meanwhile, conservation works are due
to commence this month at the Hell
Fire Club building. The project includes
the restoration of the historic hunting
lodge, conservation of its stonework,
and improvements to visitor safety

and access. All works are anticipated

to be completed within 6-9 months.
Together, these projects support the
delivery of our tourism strategy, making
a notable contribution to the provision
of recreation, heritage and tourism
infrastructure.




Celebrating 20 years of National Women’s Enterprise Day

More than 320 entrepreneurs, business
owners and aspiring founders came
together at the Talbot Hotel, Stillorgan
on 15 October to celebrate National
Women’s Enterprise Day.

The Dublin regional event was delivered
by the four Dublin Local Enterprise
Office’s (LEO’s) and highlighted the
support available to women starting and
growing a business.

Hosted by Anna Daly, the event provided
a full day of inspiration, learning and
networking. The keynote address was

delivered by Jennifer Rock, founder and
CEO of The Skin Nerd, who shared her
experience of building and scaling a
successful business.

A highlight of the event was a panel
discussion featuring four business
owners who have received support from
their respective LEOs. Sofie Rooney of
Chimac, Dervla Arthurs of Snugabugz,
Aine Devlin of ExamRevision and

Mags Morgan of Mizz Rio shared their
experiences of starting and growing

a business. They spoke openly about
the challenges they faced, the lessons

they learned and the opportunities
they created along the way. Their
insights offered practical advice and
encouragement for anyone considering
their own business journey.

Attendees also took part in interactive
networking sessions led by Danica
Murphy of Prism. Representatives
from Enterprise Ireland, Revenue,
Microfinance Ireland, the Department
of Social Protection, Southside
Partnership, IADT and NovaUCD were
also available throughout the day to

provide information on the supports
and services available to entrepreneurs
and small businesses.

This year’s event also marked the
20th anniversary of National Women’s
Enterprise Day, recognising the
significant contribution women-owned
businesses make to the Irish economy.
Following the announcement at the
close of the event, we are delighted
to host next year’s Dublin regional
National Women’s Enterprise Day
event.
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Our estate management and
maintenance teams were active in
our communities to ensure a safe and
environmentally friendly Halloween
celebration.

Halloween can be a very challenging
time for communities through the

illegal collection and burning of waste
on Halloween bonfires. In the lead-up

to Halloween, we liaised with An Garda
Siochana, residents’ associations and
community groups to proactively identify
dumped or stockpiled bonfire materials
on council properties.

Our teams actively monitored for such
materials and arranged for their prompt
removal, which included 25 truckloads

Supporting safe communities thls Halloween

of bonfire material, equating to
approximately 13 tonnes.

This proactive approach improved
community safety by reducing fire
hazards, limiting the risk of injury and
damage to homes and public spaces,
and helping residents feel safer in their
neighbourhoods during the Halloween
period.

We also supported several local
events, including a week of activities
throughout the North Clondalkin area,
Halloween disco, and other events in
Balgaddy, pumpkin carving in Kilcronan
and Halloween parties in Tymon North,
Bawnlea and Glenshane.

Urban speed limit review

A comprehensive Urban speed limit
review, a major road safety initiative
designed to create safer streets and
more liveable communities has recently
conclded. Following detailed technical
assessments, engagement with elected
members, statutory consultations

and a public consultation process, the
proposed ‘Special Speed Limit Byelaws
2026’ introduce a more consistent and
evidence-based approach to speed
management.

Key speed limit changes include the
expansion of 30 km per hour speed

limits in residential areas, village centres
and locations that are in close proximity
to schools, informed by both technical
assessments and public feedback.

The review supports improved road
safety, particularly for pedestrians,
cyclists, schoolchildren and other
vulnerable road users while also
supporting active travel and healthier
communities.

Subject to adoption, the new byelaws will
come into effect on 31 March next year.




Open House Dublin

The Irish Architecture Foundation’s
annual festival of architecture took place
from 10 to 18 October. The festival
brought more than 200 free events to
Dublin city and county, inviting the public
to explore architecture, neighbourhoods
and the built environment through tours,
talks, workshops and conversations.

This year’s programme focused on
community projects and highlighted
the breadth of public architecture and
regeneration currently underway. A
number of our projects were opened

to the public, providing opportunities
to explore completed buildings and
projects in development, and to hear
directly about their design, delivery and
contribution to local communities. The
programme also provided access to
aspects of these projects that would not
normally be open to the public.

Events and projects this year included

Reimagining Play at Parthalan Place,

an interactive family workshop at Rua
Red delivered by our architects and
planning staff in partnership with the
Irish Architecture Foundation and Places
of ARCture. At Tallaght Library, an

Open Table Conversation with housing
and urban design expert Lorcan Sirr
brought local people together to share
their experiences, local histories and
aspirations for their neighbourhoods.
Visitors also had opportunities to explore
local architecture through a guided tour
of Tallaght Stadium, including the North
Stand and behind-the-scenes team and
media facilities, and a public tour of

the recently completed Lucan Leisure
Campus and its swimming facilities. At
The Castle Stables and Courtyard in
Rathfarnham, a guided tour explored the
regeneration of the historic stable yards,
outbuildings and Cromwell’s Fort beside
Rathfarnham Castle.

Winter service plan

Our Winter Service Plan commenced in
October and will run until April next year.
The plan has been prepared to respond
to severe weather events that may arise
during this period.

Our primary winter maintenance operation
is the treatment of roads through salting.
We have seven salting routes that provide
coverage of approximately 300km of
carriageway. A number of distributor
roads in the Adamstown area have been
taken in charge over the past 12 months
and have been incorporated into the
treatment routes.

In addition to treatment routes, we have
over 100 salt bins at convenient locations,
making it easier for residents to treat
local roads or footpaths that are not
included in our treatment routes. Further
information about treatment routes and
salt bin locations is available at sdcc.ie.

Our crews are trained to operate

in challenging weather and driving
conditions. Their dedication and hard
work are vital for the successful delivery
of this service.

Neilstown district centre enhancement project

As part of the Village and District

Centre Enhancement Programme, the
enhancement project at Neilstown aims
to improve the public realm within the
district centre by creating a people first,
accessible and welcoming district centre.
The scheme will enhance the public realm
by prioritising pedestrian movement

and improving the overall quality and
functionality of the district centre.

The proposed scheme includes a new
pedestrian street, revised parking
arrangements, improved school drop-off
and pick-up facilities, public realm and
placemaking enhancements, Sustainable
Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS),

sports and play facilities, and upgraded
public lighting. The project also seeks

to improve connectivity and rebalance

the use of public space to better
accommodate pedestrians and other
users.

Funding of €2.1 million has been secured
for the project under the Towns and
Cities Investment Regeneration Fund.
Additional funding will be provided
through our capital programme.

Public consultation on the Neilstown
district centre enhancement project
commenced on 23 October and

will remain open until 6.00pm on 4
December. Plans and particulars are
available for inspection online at sdcc.ie



Christmas markets are back

Our Christmas markets return to four
locations this festive season, bringing
opportunities to shop local, enjoy
seasonal entertainment and celebrate
with family and friends.

Provision is made in our budget each
year to fund these markets which
supports local businesses and brings
people together. Set in some of our most
popular public spaces, the markets offer
a welcoming setting for communities to
enjoy the build-up to Christmas, browse
unique gifts, enjoy festive food and

entertainment, while supporting local
businesses. Each market will showcase
a mix of local traders, artisan food
producers, craft makers and street food
vendors.

The programme begins at Parthalan
Place on 27 November, when Mayor
Timmons will switch on the Christmas
tree lights. The festivities continue
beside Clondalkin Civic Offices on

28 November, at Lucan House on 6
December and at Rathfarnham Castle
Park on 12 December.
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Lighting of Ely Arch

Ely Arch is a well-known landmark on
Dodder Park oad in Rathfarnham. Built

in 1771 as an entrance to Rathfarnham
Castle, it now serves as a symbolic
gateway to South Dublin County from Dun
Laoghaire-Rathdown.

As part of the recent Public Realm

upgrade works at the Arch, infrastructure

ecological assessment of the Arch and its
surrounding environment, with the findings
incorporated into the final design.

Hosted by Mayor Timmons, the official
switch-on event took place on 27 October
and was well attended by residents, who
enjoyed a Samhain/Halloween-themed
light display and refreshments provided by
a local food vendor.
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Cultural Richness

Review of the Red Line Book Festival

The Red Line Book Festival, which ran
from 12 to 18 October, celebrated its 15th
anniversary this year, delivering another
successful and ambitious programme of
literary, cultural and family events. Many
author talks, performances and workshops
sold out in advance, demonstrating the
continued demand for high-quality cultural
programming.

This year’s programme featured an
impressive line-up of Irish and international
writers, including Cecelia Ahern, Sarah
Waters, Sophie Hannah, Louise O’Neill and
Miriam O’Callaghan. Events were hosted in
libraries and cultural venues including the
Civic Theatre, Rua Red, Priory Market and

Aras Chroénain, offering residents access
to a diverse range of literary and artistic
experiences close to home.

Local talent played a role in the
programme with Tallaght writer and
performer Emmet Kirwan attracting a
large audience at the Civic Theatre, while
Senator Lynn Ruane’s conversation with
bestselling author Louise O’Neill was
among the festival’s standout events.
Another notable success was the inaugural
Red Wine and Crime event at Priory
Market, which proved extremely popular
and introduced an engaging new format to
the festival programme while successfully
showcasing one of its newest venues.

Alongside the headline author events,
the festival featured poetry events in Aon
Scéal Café, songwriting performances in
Aras Chrénain and creative workshops in
libraries. A particular highlight was Reel
Flamenco, a specially commissioned
performance supported through Ireland’s
EU Presidency programme, which
delighted audiences with its energetic
fusion of flamenco dance and Irish
traditional music.

The free Family Fun Day on Saturday,
17 October, was a particular highlight,
attracting more than 2,500 visits across
Parthalan Place, Tallaght Library and
the Civic Theatre. With a wide range of

performances, workshops and family
activities on offer, the event created

a vibrant atmosphere in Tallaght and
provided an accessible cultural experience
for families from across the county.

Audience feedback was overwhelmingly
positive. Attendees praised the quality of
speakers, interviewers and performers,
the welcoming and inclusive atmosphere
of events, and the professionalism and
friendliness of festival and library staff.
Many people highlighted the value of
having nationally and internationally
recognised authors available locally, while
others commended the accessibility,
affordability and variety of the programme.




£
i
o
s

MIRIAMN

e
CHRONAIN

FOGRA
R cead le do theil

& chas an Pians

o

1LY o STy ——
s ba ..?L.h

Review of the Red Line Book Festival
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CountyMa

Variation No. 2 to the South Dublin
County Development Plan was made
following its consideration by the

Elected Members at the Special meeting
of the Council held on 20 October.

The Variation was prepared in response
to the revised housing growth
requirements set out in the National
Planning Framework and the associated
NPF Implementation: Housing Growth
Requirements Guidelines (2025).

Variation No. 2 to the South Dublin County Development Plan

Through a detailed and evidence-based
review of existing housing capacity

and future housing needs, the process
identified additional lands for residential
zoning.

The proposed variation was placed on
public display between February and
March this year and generated significant
public engagement, with 2,678
submissions received during this stage of
the process.

Following the making of material
alterations to the proposed Variation, a
second period of public consultation was
undertaken between July and August,
during which 1,710 submissions were
received. All submissions were reviewed
at both stages and the issues raised
were summarised thematically under

the relevant proposed amendments and
material alterations.

The Variation provides sufficient
residential land capacity to meet our
revised baseline housing requirement

and facilitates additional capacity above
that requirement, approximately 40%
additional provision above that baseline.

This significant additional provision will
provide flexibility and options within the
housing land supply, recognising that
not all zoned lands will be activated

or developed. The outcome therefore
places South Dublin County in a strong
position to respond to housing demand,
support housing delivery and provide
greater certainty in meeting the needs of
a growing population.




Official opening of Lucan leisure campus

Lucan Leisure Campus was officially
opened by Mayor Timmons on Tuesday
12 October, marking the completion of a
major investment in modern, accessible

sport and leisure facilities for Lucan and
South Dublin.

The official opening was attended

by Emer Higgins TD, Minister of

State attending Cabinet with special
responsibility for Disability, Charlie
McConalogue, Minister of State with
responsibility for Sport and Postal Policy
who both spoke at the event along with

Colm Ward, Chief Executive of SDCC

and Gar Holohan, Executive Chairman

at our operating partners Aura Leisure.
Also present were Councillors Caroline
Brady, Joanna Tuffy, Liona O’Toole, Vicky
Casserly and Helen Farrell, along with
Shane Moynihan TD, and Paul Gogarty TD
and long-time campaigner for the pool,
Sandra Whelan and former councillor
Eamon Tuffy.

The new campus brings together
swimming pools and an upgraded
leisure facility, providing opportunities

for people of all ages and abilities to
swim, exercise and take part in sport and
recreation throughout the year. The wider
leisure facility includes a fithess gym,
exercise studios, sports hall, sauna and
steam room, changing facilities, créche
and reception. Aura Leisure has been
appointed as operator of the facility.

The project received €3.8 million

in Government funding through the
Department of Culture, Communications
and Sport. It was one of 53 swimming
pool projects completed under the Local
Authority Swimming Pool Programme,
demonstrati - collaborati
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Sustainability was an important part of
the development. The purpose-built
pool building was designed to meet the
Nearly Zero Energy Building directive,
incorporating high standards of energy
conservation in both its design and
operation.

The completion of Lucan Leisure Campus
provides an important new community
amenity that will improve access to
swimming and physical activity, support
health and wellbeing and provide high-
quality recreational facilities for residents,
glele bs and community groups.




Finance Report

Billing

Billing & Collection Report @ 23 October 2026

Commercial Rates

Housing Rents

Housing RAS Rents

Cash Receipts

Planning Fees
Fire Certificates
Parking Fees

Uisce Eireann

21 g::;r; o5 Bzugl 29 Ge : Billed 72::;?:: Arrears % of billed income
€11,192,282 €157,614,100 <€£163,796,556 €152,201,101 €22,787,737 93%
€7,802,151 €42,547,400 €35,701,339 €35,662,224 €7,841,266 100%
€1,201,981 €2,315,500 €1,897,417 €1,784,412 €1,314,986 94%
21 g;r:azrg o5 7:::;?:: Arrears % of budget income
n/a €1,110,000 n/a €759,263 €0 68%
n/a €450,000 n/a €664,662 €0 148%
n/a €803,000 n/a €732,441 €0 91%
€91,652 €1,759,400 €2,260,096 €2,138,469 €213,279 122%
€20,288,066 €206,599,400 €203,655,408 €193,942,573 €£32,157,268 94%




Finance Report

Debt Analysis - Commercial Rates
Accounts

Debt Analysis - Social Housing Rent Accounts

Category Amount Category Amount

No arrears -€£5,0068,472 Current €14,7/62,831

0-6 weeks €442,205 >1 year €2,125,045

7-12 weeks €582,102 >2 years €1,511,6061

13-18 weeks €355,375 >3 years €1,081,871

19-24 weeks €410,541 >4 years €950,113

25-52 weeks €1,888,594 >5 years €487,911

1-2years €2,532,950 >0 years €42,627

> 2 years €4,897,972 >[ years €1,825,677

€7,841,266 100%

€22,787,737
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Red Line Book Festival - KPop Demon Hunters at Tallaght Library Socials

Facebook
X
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Website
www.sdcc.ie

Corporate Plan
corporateplan.sdcc.ie

Contact

+353 1 414 9000
info@sdublincoco.ie
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