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Clondalkin LAP Workshop Series 
Agenda 

Implementation

Each table 

workshops 

implementation of 

high-priority 

changes.

Prioritisation

Identification of 

high-priority 

changes.

Sense-check

Review and 

feedback on 

proposed 

changes.

Background

Introduction to the 

LAP process, and 

review of the 

previous 

engagement 

sessions.

01 02 03 0304 05
Q&A

Followed by 

Clinic 

06
Discussion

Overview of the 

proposed 

changes to the 

draft LAP.

Break Out Discussions and Feedback 

60 minutes 20 minutes 10 minutes 
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1. No bus-gates 2. No additional 

one-way streets

3. No new 

pedestrianised 

streets 

Three clarifications before we begin



5Document Classification: KPMG Public© 2024 KPMG, an Irish partnership and a member firm of the KPMG global organisation of independent member firms affiliated wi th 

KPMG International Limited, a private English company limited by guarantee. All rights reserved.
5

01 Background 
Introduction to the LAP process, and review of the 

previous engagement sessions.
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What is a Local Area 
Plan (LAP)?

• South Dublin County Council are in the process of developing a Local Area Plan (LAP) for Clondalkin.

• This is a land use plan which sets out more detailed planning policies and objectives in places where 

growth is anticipated.

• Within Clondalkin, there is potential for growth within the central village area and surrounds owing to a 

number of sites with development potential located within or close to the village core. A Local Area Plan 

will help manage this growth.

• The key themes covered in LAPs typically include housing, transport, built and natural environment, open 

space and ensuring that growth is supported by the requisite social, physical and environmental 

infrastructure. 

• The process of developing a LAP includes consultation with the public and statutory bodies to promote 

positive outcomes for local communities. 
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What is “Part 8” Development?

• Development carried out by a Local Authority (like South Dublin County Council) is often referred 

to as 'Part 8” development. 

• Before South Dublin County Council can undertake any developments or works, it must first 

undergo the planning procedure as set out in “Part 8” of the Planning and Development 

Regulations 2001 (as amended). 

• Public consultation is a fundamental element of the 'Part 8' planning application process. This 

consultation procedure requires that notice of the proposed development be given in the public 

press and that a Site Notice be erected. 

• If any submissions or observations are received, a report is presented to the Elected Members 

(County Councillors) of the Council. 

• The benefits of these procedures are:  

• The public are given the opportunity to voice their opinions

•  The elected members have the final say in the decision 
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How did we get here?

March 2023

LAP process began.

March 2023 – April 2023

1st Round of 

Consultation

Survey undertaken - 575 

respondents total

May 2023

Issue No.1 – Congestion

• Transport engineers contracted to 

solve this problem.

• High intervention option seen as 

most beneficial.

February-April 2024

2nd Round of 

Consultation

• Resistance to proposed 

transport interventions

November 2024 - Present

3rd Round of 

Consultation

This workshop is part of the 

3rd round.

April 2024 – November 2024

Process paused for 

reflection

June 2025

Draft LAP for 

statutory 

consultation.

Timeline of transport and mobility consultation.
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3rd round of consultation
On site in Clondalkin for 11 days, Nov 19th – Dec 12th. 

Why? To better understand your needs and perspectives, and the reality of movement and transport in Clondalkin!

59 meetings held overall 

54 x face-to-face meetings. 5 x online meetings 

Met an estimated 260 people (c.120 adults, c.140 school children). An illustrative sample.

What we did: 

7 x Residents Associations met 

9 x Meetings with other community groups/organisations and community assets (e.g. credit union) 

9 x School principals met 

7 x Focus groups with school students (5 in primary schools, 2 in secondary schools) 

23 x Separate meetings with business owners and management 

1 x Focus group with local businesses (10-12 businesses represented) 

4 x Conversations with non-managerial staff from local businesses 

1 x School travel survey with one primary school 

Observation of traffic flows, driver behaviour, pedestrian behaviour, and end of school rush
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Local Authority and Community have ability to impact.

The complexity of people’s lives is recognised. People 

are busy and have various needs. 

1. Short journeys less than 2km made by people 

with no additional needs who choose to drive 

rather than walk or cycle

Local Authority and Community have ability to impact.

The complexity of people’s lives is recognised. People 

are busy and have various needs. 

2. The large proportion of children dropped off 

by car to Clondalkin’s schools

Local Authority and Community have little ability to 

impact. Controlled by NTA.

3. Traffic entering Clondalkin from the M50 or N7

Housing crisis going on. Government policy is to 

address this. Clondalkin between LUAS line and future 

DART+ line. Existing low density of housing in 

Clondalkin and Dublin versus typical European cities. 

Pressure on services acknowledged.  

4. Increase in housing density 

Focus of conversations on congestion
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Creating a consensus
1. Definition of success: 

• Make Clondalkin a better place in which to live. 

• Improve safety.

2. Process of gaining empathy in order to seek opportunities for positive change:

• Give people what they need to live positively. 

• Understand their wants. It is within the wants that there is negotiation space. There is even space in how needs 

are fulfilled.

That is what the 59 meetings and site observations allowed us to do

3. End goal:

Create a set of movement and transport proposals which are acceptable to the community 

that improve people’s quality of life, increases safety and tackles climate change.

4. Testing:

• We think that what follows accomplishes this.

• Today, we’re sense checking/testing these proposals with you to ensure this is the case. 
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Some of the key issues that emerged
1. Significantly improve the safety of children going to school

2. Maintain vehicular access to businesses (especially for deliveries and older residents)

3. Ensure adequate parking is available in the village

4. Increase accessibility to places for older residents and those with additional needs

5. Exploit opportunities to keep the traffic flowing

6. Make Clondalkin safer and more pleasant for people to walk around

7. Give children and teenagers the opportunity to safely move around Clondalkin independently

8. Improve the bus network (e.g. routes, dependability, more bus shelters) 

9. Improve connections (e.g. walking, bus) to LUAS and future DART+ line (Clondalkin-Fonthill Station)

10. Reduce transport related emissions and improve overall air quality 

11. Accomplish improvements as the population grows
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Los Angeles

Build highways, overpasses, elevated roads

Demolish houses and split neighbourhoods

8th worst congestion 2024 INRIX Global Traffic 

Scorecard 900+ cities. 88 hours in traffic.

Boston

Dig tunnels. Still orientated around the car.  

Very expensive

12th worst congestion 2024 INRIX Global Traffic 

Scorecard 900+ cities. 79 hours in traffic.

Managing traffic: 4 different systems
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Traditional Dublin sprawl

Low density housing estates with inadequate public 

transport. Car dependent. 

15th worst congestion 2024 INRIX Global Traffic 

Scorecard 900+ cities. 81 hours in traffic.

Amsterdam

1970s began shift away from the car to walking, 

cycling, public transport. Higher density housing. 

39th worst congestion 2024 INRIX Global Traffic 

Scorecard 900+ cities. 55 hours in traffic. 

Managing traffic: 4 different systems
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Amsterdam

• 185 Rainy days

• 737mm average amount of rain per year

• Also snows an average of 49 days a year

Flat terrain 

Dublin 

• 188 Rainy days

• 754mm average amount of rain per year (Casement 

Aerodrome statistic)

Vast majority is flat

What about the weather and terrain?
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1. The proposals should make Clondalkin a better 

place in which to live and a safer place to move 

around.

2. However, they will likely only have a marginal impact 

on congestion. The actions that would address this 

have been rejected by the community.

3. Ultimately, the people of Clondalkin will decide to get 

out of the car. Then desirability and viability 

increases.

4. What the proposals amount to is an effort to prepare 

for this likelihood. It will help facilitate this change. 

5. The current proposals will help people get out of the 

car. The focus is not on complex cases. We recognise 

that people are busy and have varying needs. 

Doing nothing is not tenable. 

Limitations of the proposals 
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02 Discussion 
Overview of the proposed changes to the draft LAP.
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1. No bus-gates 2. No additional 

one-way streets

3. No new 

pedestrianised 

streets 

A reminder before more detail
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One-Way System
Proposed Actions

• There are no proposed 

changes to the current 

network of one-way streets.

• No additional streets will be 

designated one-way or 

narrowed to such an extent 

that traffic flowing in both 

directions is unsafe or 

unfeasible.
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30km/h Zone
Proposed actions:

• 30km/h speed limits in the 

areas outlined.

• Traffic light sequencing will be 

examined to ensure optimal 

movement of both cars and 

pedestrians.

• Opportunities to remove traffic 

lights will be considered.

• Opportunities to create more 

feeder lanes and enable 

easier turning in the village will 

be considered.
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Pedestrian infrastructure
Proposed actions:

• 30km/h zone for the village. 

Cobbles/rumble strips to slow 

traffic.

• Wider, high-quality footpaths 

where possible. Well-lit

• Many more pedestrian 

crossings. People should be 

able to safely walk from 

Clondalkin’s various housing 

estates to the village, LUAS, 

and train.

• More agile pedestrian 

crossings. Where possible, 

well-lit zebra crossings.

• Well-designed speed ramps.
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Potential permeability
Proposed actions:
• Openings for foot and bike 

traffic in the areas identified to 

cut down circuitous routes

• Any openings will be well-lit 

and well-designed to promote 

active and passive surveillance

• In some cases, if necessary, 

options to control access to the 

openings will be considered.
• Actions would improve access to 

stations Red Cow and Fonthill 

train station.

• Feasibility of bus connecting the 

sites. 

• Feasibility of school bus 

examined.
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A modest cycling network
Proposed actions:

• Create a modest cycling 

network that will give people a 

viable option of how they 

move around Clondalkin. 

• Segregated where possible.

• Bike lanes will not be placed 

on roads where there is no 

space. 

• Detailed consultation will 

happen early on in Part 8 

planning.

• Segregated bike lanes will not 

continue through the village 

centre. No space!
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Safe School Zones
Proposed Actions:

• Safe school zones on New 

Road and Boot Road

• No parking permitted near 

schools. Except for those 

with additional needs (i.e. 

disabilities, neuro diverse, 

OAPs).

• Multiple well-lit zebra 

crossings installed. 

• Bike lanes created where 

possible. Widened footpaths 

where possible. Additional 

lollypop person.

• Safety actions also needed at 

some other schools.
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Village Enhancement schemes
Proposed Actions

• Improvements to 

public realm

• Opportunities to 

examine increased 

greening.

• Opportunity to better 

acknowledge the 

conservation area.

• Actions to improve 

the appearance of 

Clondalkin.
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Other Opportunities
Proposed Actions:

• Additional parking within 

existing stock for older 

people and people with 

additional needs, including 

neuro diverse individuals.

• Examine potential for 

additional loading bay(s). 

• Complementary cycling 

infrastructure as needed. E.g 

cycle parking.
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Combined Active Travel map
This consolidated map 

showcases :

• Potential cycling routes

• Potential permeability

• Potential pedestrian 

Infrastructure
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03 Sense Check 
Review and feedback on proposed changes.
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Task 1: Strategic Sense-Check

Each table is to nominate a rapporteur/spokesperson from the community.

• As a group discuss the following:

• 10 minutes to discuss

• Each table to report back. 2 minutes per table.

1. Overall Impression 2. Likely Benefits
3. Possible 

Drawbacks
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04 Prioritisation 
Identification of high-priority changes.
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Task 2: Prioritisation
These core actions aim to improve:

1. Residents’ quality of life

2. Safety

Prioritise top two sets of actions which assist in achieving these objectives:

• 5 minutes to discuss

• Each table to report back very briefly on two elements selected

Bus service
30kpmh zone, 

footpaths and 

pedestrian crossings
Cycling network

Village Enhancement 

Schemes

Improved permeability 
(between residential areas, 

village centre, LUAS, train)

Safe School 

Zones
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05 Implementation
Each table workshops implementation of high-priority 

changes.
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Task 3: Implementation
Each table allocated an action to implement (e.g. bus service, footpaths and pedestrian crossings, cycling, school 

safe zones, permeability, etc).  

Discuss for 10 minutes: 1. What issues likely to be encountered. 2. How these could be overcome.

Table 1 – School Safe Zones

Table 2 – 30kph zone, footpaths and pedestrian crossings

Table 3 – Modest Cycling network

Table 4 – Village Enhancement Schemes

Table 5 – Permeability (between residential areas, village centre, LUAS, train)

Table 6 – 30kph zone, footpaths and pedestrian crossings

Table 7 –School Safe zones

Table 8 – Modest Cycling network

• 10 minutes to discuss

• Each table to report back. 2 minutes per table.

1. What issues are 

likely to be 

encountered? 

2. How could these 

issues be 

overcome?
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06 Q&A and Clinic  
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Any General Questions or Comments?

If possible, please keep your questions and comments short.

If you have a specific question or concern about a particular issue, it is 

likely best asked during the clinic which happens immediately after the 

workshop.
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Summary
• Overall conclusions

• What will happen after this workshop

• Next steps in the LAP process

• Clinic
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Thank you for attending and 
participating
Please stay if you wish to ask questions during the clinic
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Clinic
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