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COS7 Objective 5: 

To support the provision of small-scale childcare facilities in residential areas 
subject to appropriate safeguards to protect the amenities of the area, having 
regard to noise pollution and traffic and parking management.

COS7 Objective 6: 

To support the provision of childcare facilities within or co-located with 
community buildings, such as community centres and schools.

8.10 Primary and Post-Primary Schools

Education facilities have a central role to play in developing sustainable and balanced 
communities. Responsibility for delivery of education facilities and services lies with 
the Department of Education (DoE). The Council has worked closely with the DoE 
since 2012 under a nationally agreed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), to 
proactively identify and acquire sites for new primary and post-primary schools and 
to support the Department’s Schools Building Programme. The current Schools 
Building Programme provides for significant investment in school buildings under 
Project Ireland 2040 and will continue to deliver schools in the County. 

During the period 2016-2020, the following schools have been constructed:
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Table 8.3: Primary and Post-Primary Schools constructed 2016-2021

School Name School 
Type

Location Neighbourhood 
Area

Lucan Community 
National School

Primary Griffeen, Lucan Lucan / Adamstown, 
Palmerstown

Stewarts Hospital 
Special School

Primary Balgaddy, Lucan Lucan / Adamstown, 
Palmerstown

Citywest Educate 
Together National 
School

Primary Fortunestown 
Lane

Citywest / Rathcoole / 
Saggart / Newcastle

Citywest & Saggart 
Community National 
School

Primary Fortunestown 
Lane

Citywest / Rathcoole / 
Saggart / Newcastle

Scoil Aoife, Citywest Primary Citywest Citywest / Rathcoole / 
Saggart / Newcastle

Scoil Chaitlin Maude Primary Kiltalown Tallaght

Kingswood 
Community College

Post-Primary Kingswood Tallaght

Firhouse Educate 
Together National 
School

Primary Firhouse Templeogue / Walkinstown 
/ Rathfarnham / Firhouse

Gaelscoil na Gluise Primary Firhouse Templeogue / Walkinstown 
/ Rathfarnham / Firhouse

In addition to the nine new schools constructed, planning permission has been 
granted for a further seven new schools and for extensions to thirteen existing 
schools. 
 
The Department of Education identifies the need for new schools through a 
nationwide demographic review, using a Geographical Information System (with data 
from the CSO, OSI and Department of Social Protection in addition to the DoE’s own 
databases). Locations where pressure for additional primary and post-primary school 
places will arise are identified and this need is catered for either by new schools or 
the expansion of existing schools. Demographic changes in South Dublin County will 
continue to be monitored by the Department of Education on an ongoing basis. In 
addition, the Council has engaged extensively with the Department, as part of the 
preparation of this Plan, to identify school need in each neighbourhood area based 
on the population growth identified in the core strategy. This engagement involved 
the review of school reservations on the 2016 Development Plan maps and within 
LAPs to ascertain whether they should be retained as part of this Plan and an 
assessment, based on the core strategy, of whether new schools would be required.
This is reflected in the objectives contained within the Development Plan maps and 
are also identified in Appendix 12: Our Neighbourhoods.
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Demand for school provision will continue to inform the preparation of any LAPs, SDZ 
Planning Schemes and framework / masterplans. 

8.10.1 Urban Schools

In built up areas, where land is scarce, it is not always possible to achieve large sites 
for school buildings. In these situations, some elements required for a school may be 
provided off-site (for example, sports facilities, amenity space, parking, etc.) and 
whilst this may be acceptable on a site-by-site basis, such proposals will need to 
clearly demonstrate how and where these off-site requirements will be delivered. A 
smaller site may require a multi-storey school building (that is, above two storeys) 
and it may be possible, subject to high quality siting and design, to reduce separation 
distances due to the nature of surrounding uses and development. It may also be 
appropriate to reduce standards such as parking and set-down facilities in built-up 
areas where there is good access to public transport, where residential development 
is at higher densities and where there are good walking and cycling facilities. 

8.10.2 Travel to School

Travel mode share data for the County indicates that the private car is used for too 
many short trips to schools. There is considerable scope for a shift to walking and 
cycling as most students will live within a relatively short distance of school. Such a 
change will be accompanied by many positive benefits including a more active and 
healthy population, reduced traffic congestion and particulate pollution, increased 
road safety, and a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions with a consequent positive 
impact for climate change. The Council will implement measures to encourage these 
changes. 

These will include ensuring that new schools are located, insofar as is possible, to 
promote walking and cycling and access to public transport. Priority will be given to 
walking and cycling to school by providing infrastructure including safe cycle ways, 
footpaths and improved permeability schemes through the Cycle South Dublin 

programme and other such initiatives. At design stage, the Council will seek to ensure 
that permeability and connectivity with the surrounding area is incorporated within 
school sites through provision of adequate access points, particularly for pedestrians 
and cyclists and the provision of adequate secure bicycle storage in all schools. The 
Council will also continue to work with existing and new schools to increase the 
proportion of students walking and cycling through the promotion of initiatives such 
as the ‘Green Schools’ and ‘School Streets’ projects.
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Policy COS8: Primary and Post Primary Schools 

Policy COS8(a):

Work in conjunction with the Department of Education to promote and support 
the provision of primary and post-primary schools in the County to reflect the 
diverse educational needs of communities.

Policy COS8(b):

Engage with the Department of Education and support the Department’s School 
Building Programme by actively identifying sites for primary and post primary 
schools at suitable locations, based on forecast need.

Policy COS8(c):

To review school site provision in the Development Plan, following the 
publication of full Census 2022 results, cross referencing with class size 
allocations being used during the period in question, engaging with the 
Department of Education, the elected members and through submissions by 
education stakeholders and the general public, so as to ensure accurate and 
adequate school provision requirements are identified and provided for primary 
and post primary schools at suitable locations.

COS8 Objective 1: 

To reserve and identify early on sites for primary and post-primary provision in 
developing areas though the Development Plan, Local Area Plans, Planning 
Schemes and masterplans, in consultation with the Department of Education, 
to have regard to the 2008 Code of Practice on the Provision of Schools and 
the Planning System (or any superseding Code of Practice) and to ensure that 
designated sites are of sufficient size and are accessible cycle and pedestrian 
friendly locations, consistent with NPO 31 of the NPF and RPO 9.21 of the RSES.

COS8 Objective 2:

To facilitate the development of new schools, ensuring that new school sites 
are retained for educational use, and the re-development of existing schools 
and extensions planned as part of the Government’s School Building 
Programme.

COS8 Objective 3: 

To require schools to be provided in new communities on a phased basis in 
tandem with the delivery of residential development, unless the Department of 
Education requests otherwise and provides evidence to the Council and the 
elected members that existing schools can cater for requirements through 
extensions if necessary. Assuming a new school is required, to ensure that its 
delivery is planned in tandem with the delivery of the residential development, 
in accordance with the phasing requirements of Local Area Plans and Planning 
Schemes or as may be otherwise required.
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COS8 Objective 4: 

To support and facilitate the extension of existing school facilities, based on 
identified needs, subject to appropriate safeguards in relation to safe travel to 
school, traffic management and the amenities of the area. 

COS8 Objective 5:

To promote an urban school model within built-up areas of the County, where 
access to off-site facilities including for sport, recreation and amenity space 
can be clearly demonstrated.

COS8 Objective 6: 

To ensure new schools are designed and located to promote walking and 
cycling and access to public transport, by implementing the following 
measures: 

	à Ensuring school sites are in locations that are central and accessible to the 
communities they serve; 

	à Providing infrastructure including safe cycle ways and footpaths; 
	à Requiring a mobility management plan for all new schools that prioritises 

active travel modes and public transport; 
	à Incorporating measures to promote walking and cycling at design stage 

including permeability and connectivity with the surrounding area through 
provision of adequate access points for pedestrians and cyclists; 

	à Ensuring the provision of adequate secure bicycle storage; 
	à Working with existing and new schools to increase the proportion of 

students walking and cycling through the promotion of initiatives such as 
the ‘Green Schools’ and ‘School Streets’ projects. (Refer to Chapter 7: 
Sustainable Movement);

	à Introducing measures that would support increased bus services to enable 
more students to travel to school through public transport.

COS8 Objective 7: 

To facilitate provision of parking for staff and parents and ‘drop-off’ areas for 
new schools, only as part of a mobility management plan, where a need has 
been demonstrated and where active travel modes (walking and cycling) and 
public transport have been prioritised having regard to the protection of 
nearby residential amenity.

COS8 Objective 8: 

To promote and support schemes that facilitate the shared use of school 
facilities, particularly at planning stage, such as sports halls, ball courts and 
all-weather pitches for community use outside of school hours and to support 
the co-location of pre and after-school childcare facilities on new primary 
school developments and to promote this using the Council’s land 
management and ownership policy. (See also COS4 Objective 4).
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COS8 Objective 9:

To support the provision of adequate indoor and outdoor school sports 
facilities for all new and existing schools in the County, based on identified 
need and in line with the population of the school.

COS8 Objective 10:

To promote and support the use of public sports facilities by urban schools, 
during school hours, where feasible, while not diminishing the need for other 
facilities within the school grounds that could be shared with the community 
outside school hours as per COS8 Objective 8.

COS8 Objective 11:

To promote and support educational campus development, where feasible.

COS8 Objective 12:

To explore with the Department of Education the potential to develop a GIS 
mapping layer of all school sites in the County.

COS8 SLO 1:

To identify a site for the appropriate location of a new post primary school 
within the Neighbourhood Area of Citywest / Saggart / Rathcoole / Newcastle 
to provide for the needs identified for the catchment area by the Department 
of Education.

8.11 Higher Level Education and Further 
Education Facilities 

The Council recognises the importance of the role of higher and further education in 
providing for the economic and social wellbeing of the County’s population. 

The Tallaght campus of Technological University Dublin (TU Dublin) provides higher 
level education in the County. TU Dublin is a leader in STEM disciplines and provides 
a range of other learning experiences including in business, media, culinary arts and 
digital arts. TU Dublin supports lifelong learning and is the largest provider of part-
time education and apprentice education in Ireland. It also fosters award-winning 
technology transfer and business incubation activity and has developed strong 
international partnerships providing opportunities for student and staff exchange 
programmes, major cross collaboration research projects, and employment 
opportunities (see also Chapter 9: Economic Development and Employment). 

The TU Dublin strategic plan focuses on the three pillars of People, Planet and 
Partnership, underpinned by the key UN Sustainable Development Goal of ‘Quality 
Education’. There are also opportunities for TU Dublin to develop strategic links with 
services and industries in the County including the planned Tallaght Innovation 
Centre and to become a major higher-level education hub. 

Many further / adult education centres are located throughout the County including 
Solas, National Learning Network and Youthreach, which together offer a wide range 
of courses and qualifications.
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Policy COS9: Higher Level Education and Further Education Facilities 

Support the development and ongoing provision of higher-level education and 
further education in the County, and develop Tallaght as a hub for education, 
cross collaboration and employment to provide further opportunities for the 
County’s workforce.

COS9 Objective 1:

To support the role of Higher Education Institutions and Educational Training 
Boards in addressing skills shortages and lifelong learning needs in the County, 
consistent with NPO 31 of the NPF and RPO 9.22 of the RSES. 

COS9 Objective 2:

To facilitate and encourage cross-collaboration between business and 
employment clusters and TU Dublin to drive research and innovation and 
increase employment opportunities in the County.

COS9 Objective 3:

To support and facilitate the development of existing higher-level and further 
education facilities and to provide for new facilities, including outreach services 
to develop competencies in innovation.

COS9 Objective 4:

To promote and facilitate the development of Tallaght as a centre for learning, 
education and employment.

COS9 Objective 5:

To promote the clustering of education related services and facilities proximate 
to existing higher-level education facilities. 

COS9 Objective 6:

To facilitate increased permeability between TU Dublin Tallaght Campus and 
the surrounding employment, residential and mixed-use areas.

COS9 Objective 7:

To promote the provision of youth services that support and target 
disadvantaged young people and improve their employability, consistent with 
RPO 9.20 of the RSES, and the provision of informal education and training 
opportunities within the County, consistent with the LECP. 

COS9 Objective 8: 

To investigate with the relevant educational providers, the need for a new 
university campus within the City Edge area and to support, promote and 
facilitate a South Dublin County University Campus within the City Edge 
Strategic Framework Plan or any superseding plan should such a need be 
identified.

8.12 Libraries

Libraries enrich the quality of life in the County by promoting access to a broad range 
of knowledge, information, technology, culture, and heritage. Open to You South 

Dublin Library Development Plan (2018-2022) underpins the council’s core themes of 
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social inclusion, collaboration, well-being, and citizen engagement and its role as a 
significant contributor to economic growth and development.

There are currently six branch libraries within South Dublin County. These are located 
in Tallaght (the County Library), Ballyroan, Lucan, Clondalkin and North Clondalkin 
(NCL) and Castletymon, along with part-time libraries at Palmerstown Library Digital 
Hub and at Stewart’s Care facility. 

Policy COS10: Libraries

Provide an innovative, community focused public library service to all who live, 
work and study in South Dublin County.

COS10 Objective 1: 

To support the development of the County’s library services and the 
implementation of key objectives, as set out in Open to You - South Dublin 

Library Development Plan (2018-2022) or any superseding document.

COS10 Objective 2: 

To support the delivery of a new library service in the Rathcoole environs, to 
meet the needs of the expanding population.

COS10 Objective 3:

To support the delivery of a new library service in Adamstown in accordance 
with the phasing strategy set out in the SDZ Planning Scheme.

COS10 Objective 4:

To support the delivery of a new library service in the Citywest area to meet 
the needs of the expanding population subject to any review of the Library 
Strategy. 

COS10 Objective 5:

To provide for a public library to serve the growing Ballycullen, Knocklyon and 
Firhouse communities and indoor civic space to meet the inter-generational 
requirements of local communities including performance and exhibition space, 
indoor sports and artistic, cultural and recreational use.

8.13 Arts and Cultural Facilities

The existing arts and cultural infrastructure in South Dublin County include theatres, 
music venues, performance spaces, museums and outdoor event spaces. Tallaght as 
the County Town plays an important role as a centre for arts and culture and is the 
location for the Civic theatre and Rua Red arts centre.

The Civic theatre has two performance spaces, a café, and two foyer spaces often 
used as art galleries. In addition to theatre, the venue has a varied programme 
offering music, dance, opera and comedy. Rua Red is a contemporary art space 
housing gallery, a theatre / cinema, a dance studio, a conference room, recording 
facilities, a music rooms, artist’s studios, and a café. 
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There are also several museums in the County including the Clondalkin Round Tower 
Interactive Visitor Centre, Pearse Museum, Rathfarnham Castle and the Irish Air Corps 
Museum, Baldonnell. 

The Council supports development of the arts at a local level and strives to provide 
opportunities for all who live in, work in and visit the County to engage with the arts 
at different levels. 

The South Dublin County Arts Development Strategy (2022-2026) provides for the 
development of an arts service that is inclusive, accessible and sustainable for the 
County’s communities. The South Dublin County Cultural and Creativity Strategy 
(2018-2022) is a collaboration across the arts, heritage and creative industries to 
enhance community participation and provide support for artists and creatives. New 
initiatives will be developed and introduced to strengthen the existing programmes 
and to bolster the pivotal role of the arts and culture infrastructure within the County. 

Public art enriches the character of the built environment and public realm in a 
creative and innovative way. It also contributes to the distinctiveness of an area and 
promotes a sense of identity that can help with the integration of diverse 
communities in both existing and new neighbourhoods. The Council will encourage 
and support proposals for the creation and installation of public art in suitable and 
accessible public places. Large developments will be required to provide a piece of 
public art or sculpture or architectural feature designed in consultation with the 
Council. 

The Council will support the ‘Per Cent for Art’ scheme, a long-standing government 
initiative whereby 1% of the cost of any publicly funded capital, infrastructural and 
building development can be allocated to the commissioning of a work of art. 
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Policy COS11: Arts and Cultural Facilities

Facilitate and support the continued development of arts and culture within the 
County.

COS11 Objective 1:

To seek to work with all relevant stakeholders to promote equality of access to 
and engagement with arts and cultural services and in the promotion of culture 
and heritage led urban and rural regeneration, consistent with RPO 9.25 of the 
RSES.

COS11 Objective 2: 

To support the government ‘Per Cent for Art’ scheme for publicly funded 
capital, infrastructural and building developments. 

COS11 Objective 3:

To require new commercial developments greater than 5,000 sq m in size, in 
the case of non-residential development, and in excess of 500 units in the case 
of residential development, to incorporate a physical artistic feature into the 
scheme to improve the built environment / public realm, which could include 
high quality features within the environment / landscaping, in agreement with 
the Council, and to invite local artists to participate where appropriate by way 
of open competition.

COS11 Objective 4: 

To facilitate the continued development of arts and cultural facilities 
throughout the County and to support the objectives and implementation of 
the South Dublin County Arts Strategy (2022-2026) and the South Dublin 

County Cultural and Creativity Strategy (2018-2022) and any superseding plans 
and strategies.

COS11 Objective 5: 

To ensure that arts and cultural facilities are accessible to all members of the 
community. 

COS11 Objective 6:

To pursue the development of a Heritage Centre in Tallaght Village within the 
lifetime of the County Development Plan.

COS11 Objective 7:

To support the arts and culture by facilitating community groups to use vacant 
or unused council premises for exhibitions, performances and other uses 
related to community arts, where suitable.

COS11 Objective 8:

To prepare a feasibility study for the development of Arts and Culture 
Infrastructure within the County, taking into account areas without any such 
infrastructure, and transport links.
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COS11 Objective 9:

To pursue the development of a Heritage Centre in Lucan Village area.

8.14 Places of Worship

South Dublin County Council recognises the importance of places of worship and 
multi-faith centres in meeting the diverse religious and cultural needs of the County’s 
population. Given the potential noise and traffic impacts associated with the use of a 
building as a place of public worship or religious instruction, it is important that 
places of worship and associated uses are located in such a manner as not to 
negatively affect residential or other amenity. 

Policy COS12: Places of Worship 

Support and facilitate the development of places of worship and multi-faith 
facilities at suitable locations within the County.

COS12 Objective 1:

To support and facilitate the development of places of worship and multi-faith 
facilities at appropriate locations, such as town, village, district and local 
centres or other suitable locations where they do not adversely impact on 
existing amenities.

8.15 Burial Grounds

Local Authorities are responsible for ensuring that there are adequate burial facilities, 
including the acquisition of lands for such facilities where necessary. Cemeteries and 
crematoria can also be provided by the private sector. Due to the increased number 
of faith communities in the County, the burial needs of multi-faith and non-religious 
communities should also be taken into account with regard to such facilities.

In the last five years, Newcastle Cemetery has been extended and a private cemetery 
is currently being developed close to Esker Cemetery in Lucan. Bohernabreena 
Cemetery will be extended during the period of the Development Plan.

Policy COS13: Burial Grounds 

Facilitate the sustainable development of cemeteries and crematoria to cater for 
the needs of the County.

COS13 Objective 1:

To facilitate the development of new or extended burial grounds, including 
green cemeteries, eco-burial grounds, and crematoria, having consideration for 
the burial preferences of multi-faith and non-religious communities, at suitable 
locations in the County, subject to appropriate safeguards with regard to 
environmental considerations, noise and traffic impacts. 
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8.16 Fire Stations

The Council will continue to co-operate with Dublin City Council in the development 
and upgrading of the fire service within the Dublin Region. A new Fire Station in the 
Clonburris SDZ lands will be provided to meet the needs of the growing population.

Policy COS14: Fire Stations 

Co-operate with Dublin City Council in the development and upgrading of the 
fire service within the Dublin Region.

COS14 Objective 1:

To support and facilitate the development of an efficient fire service in the 
Dublin Region, in co-operation with Dublin City Council and to reserve sites for 
the provision of a fire station where a need is identified by the Dublin Fire 
Brigade.

COS14 Objective 2: 

To provide a new fire station on lands identified in Clonburris SDZ.
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8.17 Climate Action Audit

Climate Action Audit 

Source of Green House Gases (GHGs) Measures to Address Climate 

Impacts 

The source of GHGs from Community 

Infrastructure and Open Space 
principally arises from: 

	à Heating and cooling of community 
buildings using fossil fuels;

	à Car journeys to and from community 
buildings and public open space 
using fossil fuels.

The Development Plan contains policies 
and objectives which promote measures 
that have the potential to reduce the 
climate impact of providing for 

Community Infrastructure and 

Open Space, as follows: 

	à The provision of parks, open space 
and community infrastructure within 
walkable distances of communities 
and on public transport routes; 

	à The promotion of walking and 
cycling and use of public transport 
through permeability and mobility 
management measures;

	à The co-location and sharing of 
community facilities to increase 
efficient use and reduce trips;

	à Sourcing power from renewables 
such as wind and solar energy;

	à Use of alternative energy 
technologies such as heat pumps;

	à Roll-out of district heating projects;
	à Location, siting and design to 

promote climate mitigation and 
adaptation for example, taking 
advantage of solar gain;

	à Additional planting of trees and 
pollinator species and adapting 
management regimes in parks and 
public open spaces to allow more 
wild areas resulting in increased 
carbon sequestration.
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