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NCBH26 Objective 3:

To ensure that measures to upgrade the energy efficiency of historic or 
traditional buildings are in accordance with conservation principles including 
minimum intervention, acknowledging their inherent architectural characteristics, 
techniques and materials and ensure that any upgrading measures do not have a 
detrimental physical or visual impact.

NCBH26 Objective 4:

To carry out demonstration projects of appropriate retrofitting / energy 
upgrading of traditional / historic buildings in order to inform works to Council-
owned properties and to guide owners / developers of private properties.
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3.7 Climate Action Audit

Climate Action Audit 

Source of Green House Gases 

(GHGs)

Measures to Address Climate Impacts 

Natural, Cultural and Built 

Heritage features do not 
directly cause greenhouse 
gas emissions. However, 
indirectly, heritage may 
result in some emissions, 
principally arising from: 

	à Heating and cooling of 
historic buildings;

	à Visitors to heritage sites 
in vehicles powered by 
petrol and diesel. 

Natural and built heritage plays a vital 
function in the reduction and absorption of 
carbon and has an extremely significant 
positive climate impact. Development Plan 
policies and objectives focused on 
safeguarding heritage therefore reinforce 
this climate positive role:

	à Policies to protect natural landscapes, 

trees, hedgerows and wildlife habitats 

support their exceptional contribution to 

carbon sequestration. Particular 

landscape types such as blanket bogs in 

our upland areas play an especially 

important role in absorbing and 

embedding carbon; 

	à Policies to encourage the re-use, 
adaptation and upgrading of our older 
and historic building stock and to 
discourage demolition allow embedded 
carbon to remain in buildings and avoid 
the additional energy loading that would 
arise from replacement new buildings; 

	à Policies to support the sensitive energy 
upgrading and use of renewable energy 
sources in historic and traditional 
buildings facilitate lower greenhouse gas 
emissions;

	à Policies advocating heritage-led 
placemaking and regeneration harness 
the intrinsic qualities of historic areas 
and buildings and enable the 
achievement of sustainable 
development.

Together, these measures will assist South 
Dublin County in achieving its climate action 
targets and will support a move towards a 
low-carbon society. 
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